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“We lost one of the best”

The NKR Goat Girls: from left, Dana Barnes, Deb Johnson, Mary McDonald and Karen Brown.

NKR co-founder Mary McDonald made lasting impact
By Yetti Payne
It’s honestly impossible to imagine anything goat world related without having Mary McDonald involved in it. From the
consignment sales, to the magazine, to putting things together
for our ranches and farms … she was a huge factor in every single aspect of it all.
As crucial as Mary was to all of that, that all paled in comparison to one other far more important thing … she was our
friend.
Mary was a friend to many of us in the goat world, and she
did a few things here and there for people that spoke of a generosity that was at a level that is extremely uncommon in today’s
world. The fact that she would do such things quietly and without seeking fanfare, or even recognition, perhaps speaks the

loudest of all to the wonderful person that Mary was.
I remember her coming up to me at our first goat sale,
which was in Cookeville, Tenn., and when we began talking it
was an actual real conversation; not simply fluff and meaningless
pleasantries … instead there was a level of depth and sincerity
that I immediately recognized and appreciated.
Mary took time out of her extremely busy life on many occasions to offer advice and do her best to point us in the right
direction. Of course, my family and I are just a few of literally
many hundreds of people who Mary worked with and helped
out … and the outpouring of thoughts and prayers upon the news
of her passing was evident of that.
Mary had a colorful and ornery side to her as well, LOL,
but even that was still from a place of solid gold.
Two weeks before Mary passed, she wrote to me and asked

about how my health was doing and if I was staying on track.
She said: “Take care of yourself. There MUST be a Yetti in my
world always!”
That message has tore me up since I remembered about it
shortly after she passed. It might be a bit odd to talk about, but
it keeps coming to the forefront of my memories and I’m just
now able to speak about it. I think the reason it hit me so hard,
was because I never even thought to ask about her health because she was Mary Beth McDonald — and she was larger than
life and therefore I couldn’t imagine her not being here with us.
I think that is just one of an endless amount of examples of
Mary thinking of everyone else’s well being.
In the end, as Dr. Dave Sparks said to me one time when we
were just getting started with Kikos, “Kiko goat folks are kind of
like a band of brothers, we tend to help one another out like a big
ol’ family.”
That is perhaps something that we all need to remember
with all the new people getting into goats every single day. Perhaps the greatest goat ranchers are the ones who help people
out the most — and especially the ones who inspire and help
the younger generation to get into raising goats.

Mary Beth McDonald
September 29, 1960 - January 31, 2019
Mary Beth McDonald, age 58, passed away at her home in
Senatobia, Miss., on January 31, 2019. A memorial gathering was
held Monday, February 4, 2019, at Wells Funeral Home in
Batesville, Miss.
Mary was born September 29, 1960, to the late Richard
William McDonald and Betty Ann Peine McDonald in Maryville,
Mo. Mary was the managing editor for Goat Rancher magazine
and a founding owner of the National Kiko Registry. Mary loved
working in the goat world as much as she loved her cats. She enjoyed working on the ranch, reading and gardening. Mary adored
her family, traveling and spending time at the cabin in Sardis,
Miss.
The loving family she leaves behind include Sandy Rittenhouse of Senatobia; 2 sisters, Susan McDonald Stein of St. Louis,
Mo. and Sally McDonald Wilke of Sardis; 2 brothers, Robert C.
“Bob” McDonald of St. Louis, Mo., and Daniel J. McDonald of
Alexandria, La.; nieces, Jamie Sharp of Festus, Mo., Lizzie
Woodard of Cleveland, Miss.; nephews, Justin Stein of St. Louis,
Mo., and Mac Wilke of Sardis, Miss.

(Yetti and Amber Payne and their daughter Opal operate
USA Kikos in Stillwater, Okla. They can be reached at 405-7805196, e-mail at info@usakikos.com or visit their website at
www.USAKikos.com.)

Mary jokes with Yetti’s daughter, Opal, at one of the many goat sales
they attended.

Sandy Rittenhouse and Mary McDonald were founding partners of the National Kiko Registry and operated Rittenhouse Kikos.

Elite Genetics Kiko Goat Sale

2-month-old embryo doelings sell for $7,000
The second Elite Genetics Kiko
Goat Sale was held Saturday, April 6, in
Batesville, Miss. The sale, hosted by
Egypt Creek Ranch of Sarah, Miss., featured yearling does, does with kids,
semen straws and frozen embryos.
In addition to the crowd on hand,
the sale was viewed by dozens online
via DVAuction. Dennis Huggins of Border Town Auctions in Muldrow, Okla.,
called the bids.
The high-sellers were a pair of embryo doelings out of ECR Samurai Jack
and SKY 200 Xylia. The 2-month-old
doelings and their recipient mother sold
for $7,000 to a partnership of Tennessee
Kiko producers Brian Graves, Rocky
Hill Kikos of Lascassas; Brett & Donna
Knight, Tennessee Kiko Farm of
Cookeville; and Charles & Sherri
Reece, Dean Hill Kikos of Pleasant
Shade.
The doelings are the only female
offspring of Samurai Jack in existence.
They were consigned by Brent
Ballinger of Mill Creek Ranch, Tulsa,
Okla.
A pair of frozen embryos —
WMB Hobo x CGI Highland Hazel —
sold for $1,100. The embryos were consigned by Troy and Denia Boone of
TDB Low Country Farm.
Overall, the average price per lot
sold was $1,401. Online bidding made
it’s biggest impact ever at a Kiko production sale. There were eight onlinebuyers that represented 30% of total
sales. n

From left, partners on the purchase Donna and Brett Knight, Sherri and Charles Reece and Brian
Graves; consignor of the does, Brent Ballinger; and breeder of ECR Samurai Jack; Terry Hankins.

The Nettleton High School FFA was on hand to help move the goats during the sale. In exchange,
the Elite Genetics Sale auctioned off an original oil painting of a Kiko goat by artist Ralph Bledsoe
with the proceeds going to the FFA club. High bidders at $550 were Dana and Kendell Barnes of
Chey-View Kikos.

SEKGA celebrates 10 years
By Marilyn Seleska
SEKGA President
The Southeast Kiko Goat Association has
come a long way from its early beginnings as
the Georgia Meat Goat Producers. The group
met several times a year and went to Fort Valley State University for seminars on raising
goats. We became the SEKGA when the American Kiko Goat Association set up regional associations. When we drifted away from the
AKGA in 2010, we remained known as the
SEKGA but became an independent association of Kiko goat producers. We no longer have
members only in the Southeast, but are spread
from the Carolinas to California and Texas to
New York. Our goal is to help and support goat
breeders and to inform them of the benefits of
the Kiko breed.
We realized the need for breeders to get
expert information and quality breeding stock,
so this was the beginning of our SEKGA Round
Up and Sale. It was a lot of hard work, but
thanks to Paul Murphy, Dr. An Peischel and
John Smith for helping me put it together, we
had a great event. Here we are 10 years later
with our anniversary sale this year.
Since our goal is to help goat breeders,
in 2013 we added a second Round Up and
Sale in Hattiesburg, Miss. Dewayne Smith was
instrumental in getting that event started. He
was very insistent about getting the information and the Kiko breeding stock to the people
in south Mississippi. Every year, at both of
these sale events we have a skill-a-thon for the
young attendees, giving away a donated doeling to the winner of the event. We also have a
give-away Kiko buck that everyone can sign up
to win.
As we kept growing, we decided to have
a member give-back. We gave every member
family a $50 voucher toward registering their
animals, in an effort to help them improve their
herd and work toward parentage verified animals. We gave out a total of $2,800 with this
event.
Shortly after the give-back we worked on
lowering the price of microchips. At the time,
we were paying $10 per microchip, which was
way too expensive. We located a less expensive distributor and since we can now afford
to buy in a large quantity, we got an even
lower price. We offer microchips at $3 each to

Scenes from
past SEKGA
Roundups

all our members, which is the same price we
pay for them.
This is our third year offering the
Maxwell Agri Livestock Scholarship. The
SEKGA has joined up with Gail Maxwell,
whose husband was very passionate about
raising goats, to give college students help with
paying their expenses. Recently after mentioning the scholarship in a newsletter, a young
lady called me thanking me over and over
again. She was in the 5th grade and was excited
to learn that there was help out there for her to
accomplish her dream of becoming a veterinarian. To date we have given out $5,000 and
will award $3,000 more this June.
Last year the SEKGA partnered with Dr.
Ivan Barineau of the Christian Veterinarian
Mission to send Kiko goats to Haiti to better

the lives of the poor farmers there. We had 10
Kikos donated for the mission. Through the
help of Ed and Carolyn Drexler we were able
to find a place to isolate the goats, and find a
vet, Dr. Dwain Smith, to vaccinate, examine
and do paperwork on the goats.
They then had to be transported to Ft
Pierce, Fla., where they were loaded on a
plane, and flew out on February 20, 2018. Of
the 10 goats, there were a few does, but
mainly Kiko bucks. They wanted the Kiko
bucks to improve the goat herds that were already in Haiti. They were very excited to get
the Kikos. Kelly Crowdis was in charge of the
goats once they arrived in Haiti, and she wrote,
“a goat represents a life change — a chance to
create a livelihood and better their economic
status.”

Mountain Premier Invitational Kiko Sale

Top-seller brings $3,500 at 2nd annual sale
The 2nd annual Mountain Premier Invitational Kiko Sale
was held May 4 at the Jackson Mill facility in Weston, W.V. Kiko
breeders M.R. Goats of West Virginia and PJM Goats of New Jersey were hosts of the sale that offered approximately 75 lots. The
high-seller (pictured below) was Lot 23 from PJM Goats, a SKY

Blue’s Copyright daughter, purchased by Kenneth Jessee $3,500.
Making the sale run smoothly were, from left, Burke Holvey of
Livestockbuyer.com; Kristen and Marshal Tingle, auctioneer; PJ
Murphy, co-host; calling pedigrees, Mike Renick, co-host.; and
ringman, Josh Jasper.

Hilary Murphy Photography

The event also was a time
for goat rancher families to
renew old friendships. Enjoying the reunion were
(right) Aiden and Anna

Murphy in the chute and,
from left, Marlee and
Sawyer Gibson and Colton
and Mason Renick.
Jenni Gibson

NKR Spotlight Kiko Sale

Doeling pair brings $5,400 at Spotlight Kiko Sale
It was a packed house again as the National Kiko Registry
held its annual Cumberland Meat Goat Conference and Spotlight Kiko Sale at the Hyder-Burkes Ag Pavillion in Cookeville,
Tenn.
Held on May 17-18, the event was well attended. Participants enjoyed the educational seminars, social hour and meat
goat meal. The highlight, of course, was the Spotlight Sale held
at 1 p.m. on Saturday. Ninety-seven bidder numbers were issued
and 48 buyers made purchases. A total of 91 lots sold with an
average selling price of $1,200. Three lots sold for $5,000 or
more.
The high-selling lot was a pair of embryo flush kids consigned by Judy Carter of Double C Farm in Brooklyn, Miss. The
twin doelings out of MRG Outlaw over a COO Iron Horse
daughter sold for $5,400 to Dawn Ring of Double D Farm,
Hogansville, Ga.
Kraig and Suzanne Stemme of Lake Fork Kikos of Alba,
Texas, consigned both the high-selling doe and buck in the sale.
The high-selling doe sold for $5,300 and was purchased by
Brian Graves of Rocky Hill Kikos in Lascassas, Tenn. The highselling buck was purchased for $2,300 by Kenneth and Connie
Jessee of Castlewood, Va.
One interesting lot was an offering of eight straws of semen
— two each from four different sons of Pango Hua — consigned
by Troy and Denia Boone of TDB Low Country Farm in Guyton,
Ga. The straws were purchased for $5,000 by Dewey and Addie
Short of Short’s Livestock, DeLeon, Texas.
The high-selling purebred buck was a yearling son of Goa-

These two doelings were the high-sellers and sold for $5,400.
tex Generator consigned by Dr. An Peischel of Goats Unlimited
in Chapmansboro, Tenn. The buck was purchased for $1,000 by
Terry Hankins of Egypt Creek Ranch in Sarah, Miss.
The volume buyer was new Kiko producer Stanley Reece
of Tennessee. He purchased eight head for a total of $7,000.
The NKR plans to return to Cookeville again on May 1516, 2020.

Dewey and Addie Short (left) purchased the high-selling semen lot, consigned by Troy Boone, for $5,000.

Connie and Kenneth Jessee (left) purchased the high-selling buck from
Suzanne and Kraig Stemme of Lake Fork Kikos for $2,300.

The Stemmes also had the high-selling doe, purchased by Brian Graves of
Tennessee for $5,300.

Hundreds were on hand for the
weekend of food, fellowship
and Kiko goats

CUSKGA Spring Fling

Large turnout for Okla.
conference and sale
The Central U.S. Kiko Goat Association’s 2019 Spring Fling
Conference and Sale April 26-27 is now in the books. Participation by old and new consignors, buyers and a large showing of
new people was very encouraging.
Friday, which is usually the slowest of the two-day event,
boasted the largest registration at the conference and sale in the
last three years. Additional seating had to be arranged for Dr.
Kraig Stemme’s afternoon presentation, with new breeders making up a large number of attendees.
For Saturday’s Kiko sale, it was a completely packed house.
All the bleachers were filled and seating in the front and sides
was at a premium. The 100% New Zealand doe prices held
steady throughout the sale with an average sale price of $1,100.
The purebred does made a great showing with their average of
$750.
The highest selling doe was out of SPG Sundance Kid (son
on GHK Bingo) and LFK’s Outlaw’s Sinnamon E16 (daughter of
MRG Outlaw) and was bred by Dr. Kraig and Suzanne Stemme
and purchased by Mack and Karen Byrd. Congratulations to
both.
The winner of the three nights and four days in Branson,
Mo., was Kathy Wilhite of Okmulgee, Okla. Hope they have a
great time and take lots of pictures.
Next year’s event is scheduled for April 24 & 25, 2020, at
the Okmulgee County Fairgrounds. n

The high-selling doe was consigned by Dr. Kraig and Suzanne Stemme and
purchased by Mack and Karen Byrd.

It was a packed house throughout the weekend.

SEKGA

SEKGA holds 10th annual sale
By Marilyn Seleska
SEKGA President
The Southeast Kiko Goat Association
had its 10th Anniversary Sale on June 21-22
in Perry, Ga. It’s hard to believe it has been
10 years since we started our Field Day and
Round Up Sale. The weather was hot, but not
unbearable, which made it more pleasant for
both the two-legged and four-legged attendees. I remember our first sale, the temperatures climbed over 100 degrees and we were
miserable. We were much more comfortable
this time.
We had some terrific speakers including
Dr. Frank Pinkerton and Stefanie Oppenheim
from UC-Davis. Thank you to all for helping
both the old and new goat breeders gain more
knowledge about raising goats.
The food was great. There was a variety
of dishes prepared by several of the folks for
lunch on Friday, and then goat meat lasagna
was served on Saturday, with of course,
Georgia-grown watermelon. Thanks to all
who helped out.
The sale was very interesting. There
was something there for everyone and it sure
was a buyer’s market. Of the 112 lots in the
catalog, there were 14 scratches and 9 no
sales, leaving 89 lots sold for a total of
$61,500. The breakdown is as follows:
• 72 100% New Zealands sold for
$54,860 for an average of $762.
• 6 purebreds sold for $2,625 for an average of $438.
• 4 percentage sold for $1,150 for an average of $288.
• 4 bucks sold for $1,500 for an average
of $375.
• 3 lots of semen sold for $1,375
There was a tie for the high-selling doe.
Lot #1 sold for $1,800 and was a 17-monthold daughter of YKF Renegades Stormy and
granddaughter of SAF Springs The Duke.
She was purchased by Willie Clement of
Clement Kikos in Wray, Ga. The owners
were Bob and Marilyn Seleska of Spring
Acres Farm in Quitman, Ga.
Lot # 77 also sold for $1,800 and was a
17-month-old daughter of CLP Pale Rider
and TLF Nyx. She was purchased by Rich
Davis of Pleasant Ridge Goats in Carrollton,
Ga. The owners were Phillip and Lynn
Wilborn of Just Kiddin’ Caprines of

Two does tied for high-selling does, each selling for $1,800. A Bob & Marilyn Seleska consignment (left)
purchased by Willie Clement from Clement Kikos in Wray, Ga., was not available for picture. A Phillip
Wilborn consignment (right) was purchased by Rich Davis of Pleasant Ridge Goats in Carrollton, Ga.

The high-selling buck was purchased by Suzy
Jones of Happy J Farm in La Grange, Ga. She is
pictured with Marilyn and Bob Seleska.

The Giveaway buck was won by Cheryl Chancey.
She is pictured with Wayne and Cindy Forshee of
Cinway Farms Kikos in Reynolds, Ga., who donated the buck.

Langston, Ala.
The high-selling buck was Lot # 85 and sold for $600. He
was an 18-month-old son of TMK Machos Black Guy and SAF
Springs Spotty Baby, daughter of CPK John Wayne. He was purchased by Suzy Jones of Happy J Farm in La Grange, Ga. The
owners were Bob and Marilyn Seleska of Spring Acres Farm in
Quitman, Ga.
There were 63 buyer numbers given out, with 39 buyers
from nine states purchasing goats. The state with the most purchases was Georgia with 21 purchasers, followed by Florida with
seven purchasing animals.
There was a tie for the most animals purchased. Both Darryl
Byrd from Richton, Miss., and John Reid from Fort Valley, Ga.,
purchased six animals each.
The Giveaway buck was won by Cheryl Chancey of ALS
Kikos in Willacoochee, Ga. The buck was donated by Wayne and
Cindy Forshee of Cinway Farms in Reynolds, Ga.
The Skill-a-thon for school kids took place Saturday morning. The winners were:
• 1st place Kaitlyn Mobley.
• 2nd place Cole Smyth.
• 3rd place Jarrett Hancock.
The 1st place winner received a purebred doe donated by
Bob and Marilyn Seleska of Spring Acres Farm in Quitman, Ga.
This year we decided to have a Silent Auction instead of the
usual Fun Auction. There were many beautiful handcrafted items.
We had wooden bowls and cutting boards, cloth totes and canned
goods and an array of very interesting items. We raised more than
$650 for our scholarship fund.
This year the SEKGA awarded a $3,000 scholarship to John
Benjamin Hancock. He is the son of John and Lori Hancock, and
the grandson of Jerry and Pat Hancock. We hope this will help in
financing his college education, and we wish him all the best in
his endeavors.
All in all the Round Up and Sale was a huge success. Everyone enjoyed the seminars, food, great animals and just sitting and
talking with friends. Now it is time to start planning the next one.
Keep an eye open for the SEKGA 2020 sale dates. n

SEKGA member Anne Gerrish and Skill-a-thon winners (from left) 1st
place winner & she was a first-time Skill-a-thon participant, Kaitlyn Mobley; 2nd Place, Cole Smyth; 3rd Place, Jarrett Hancock.

Use this YouTube address to link the NKR informational video to your website: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rDUR1636GnE

Video promotes Kiko goats
and the National Kiko Registry
This video was created by a professional video production company using state of the art equipment and professional voice talent to produce a high quality product.
The intent was to furnish you, as a Kiko breeder, with a
tool to promote your business. The video, entitled “Thinking Outside the Fence” is about 4 minutes long and covers
the valuable traits of the Kiko breed and the National Kiko
Registry. We think this will be helpful to share with potential customers and those who show interest in our industry.
The video is available on DVD and if you would like to
take a look, or use it in introducing potential customers to
your goats and the Kiko breed, you can get a copy (or multiple copies) at no charge by contacting the NKR registrar
at 770-844-4300 or nkr.reg@gmail.com.

Copies of the NKR video are available on DVD at no charge.

